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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   

Oct/Nov 2011  

First Congregational 
Church for many, many 
years had a ladies group, 
referred to as "Women's' 
Fellowship", which was 
subdivided into circles 
named for women in the 
Bible - Esther, 
Naomi, Ruth 
and Dor-
cas.  The 
group's main - 
maybe only - 
fundraiser, 
was a very 
successful an-
nual Salad 
Luncheon, 
which drew 
crowds of 
people from 
all over 
Springfield.  All of the la-
dies would bring in salads 
of all kinds to the Church 

for this extremely popular 
luncheon.  The crowd 
waited for seating in the 
Sanctuary, where they 
were entertained by some 
of our musically talented 
members.  Sadly, the 

Public Health laws were 
changed, prohibiting 
bringing home made food 

into the church,  to be 
sold.  The Women's' Fel-
lowship lost their motiva-
tion due to this law, and 
eventually, only Dor-
cas Circle continued to 
function,  with it's mem-
bers sewing for worthy 
causes.  Women's' Fel-
lowship was dormant 
about 15 years. 
When Anna Franklin ar-
rived as our Minister's 
wife, she took note of the 
fact that there was no 
functioning ladies 
group.  So, about 2 or 3 
years into Kevan Frank-
lin's time as our Pastor, 
she got up at the end of a 
service, and addressed 
this short coming, and 
called us together to meet 
and reorganize.  Which 
we did, and it was decid-
ed to name our group 
"Anna's Circle" to honor 
Anna. 
We have had any number 
of fundraiser's - from sell-
ing pastries & cookies, 
flower bulbs to book 
sales.  We have used the 
funds that we raised,  to 
try to enhance the church 
in a number of ways,  that 
we felt could benefit from 
some improvement, or 
updating.  We bought the 
paint for updating the 
(continued on Page 3)  

HISTORY OF ANNA'S CIRCLE -  
as recalled by Ada Lynn Shrewsbury and Muriel Runyen 
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Sooooooooooooo, here 
we go again:  change 
over from air condition-
ing to heat and watch 
the heat wave begin.  It 
is called Murphyôs Law 
and it seems to work 
very, very well.  I wonôt 

take the time to edu-
cate you on many nu-
ances of Murphyôs Law 
as I am sure you are 
already well versed 
from experience.  Most 
of us at one time or an-
other have been deeply 
discouraged by its 
seemingly all-powerful 
effects.  In fact it is too 
smart to be just a law.  
Murphy knows when to 
show up to maximize 
oneôs problems and 
cause the most trouble. 
When we have worked 
our hardest, done our 
very best to accomplish 
something important, 
when the goal seems 

finally reachable--------
and then at the last se-
cond something sets 
us back, it is Murphy 
who whispers to our 
heart, ñSee, I told you, 
couldnôt do it.ò   
But you can, I can, we 
can.  As believers we 
are partakers in Godôs 
Holy Spirit, Godôs over-
coming spirit.  It is so 
easy to pass by the 
many uplifting state-
ments in Scripture or 
simply discount them.  
Paulôs letters to the 
Ephesians and Philippi-
ans are particularly 
helpful.  They remind 
us that that our God is 

stronger than Murphy.  
ñI can do all things 
through Christ who 
strengthens meò (Phil 
4: 13) and ñMy God 
shall supply all your 
need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ 
Jesusò (Phil.4:19) are 
meant for us to grab on 
to and believe espe-
cially in the hardest 
times.  Remem-
berééé 
Weôve come this far by 
faith. 
Pastor Dan 

HVAC News 

The congregation present at the pre-annual 
meeting on Sunday, November 6th, approved 
$15,000 for repairs and replacement to the air 
handlers for the sanctuary and the chapel.  It 
also approved another $1,000 to be used for re-
moval of asbestos around a three-foot piece of 
pipe.  The money is expected to come from gift-
ed money not earmarked for anything specific.  

AIRmasters also made some recommendations 
for the entire HVAC system.  It said the church 
may want to explore separate heating and air 
conditioning units for each room, especially in 
the education wing.  AirMasters says then the 
church could heat or air condition rooms mini-
mally that are not in use.   

A dangerous 
job.  The 
repairman 
fixing the 
ceiling in the 
sanctuary.  
Thereôs no 
longer peel-
ing paint on 
the ceiling. 
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Annaôs Circle History  
(continued from front page) 

trim in Fellowship Hall, (with our 
guys doing the actual painting for 
the most part). We followed that 
with new valances at the win-
dows, and a new matching  cur-
tain to cover the stage opening in 
F.H.  The kitchen was undergo-
ing remodeling and updating - so 
when that was completed, we 
held a "Kitchen Shower".  We 
registered the items wanted for 
the kitchen update in a local brid-
al registry - Kevan Franklin was 
listed as the "Groom", and the 
Church was the "Bride".  Thanks 
to this success event (and party), 
we updated many of the utensils 
and appliances in the kitchen. 
We had also noted complaints 
about the long tables in F.H. not 
lending themselves very well to 
conversation, so we researched 
and purchased new round tables 
and chairs.  They were greeted 
with considerable approval.  New 
cloth table cloths to match the 
window valances were pur-
chased by Muriel Runyen.  Plas-
tic cloths are used and seasonal-
ly color coordinated for every day 
use.   
We typically meet in the parlor 
upstairs, and it was noted that 
the drapes in that room had be-
gun to deteriorate badly due to 
the sun, so we replaced those 
with handsome new drapes.   
We will soon be paying to have 
tinted plastic laminated over the 
windows in the library to cut 
down the morning sun rays, and 
also help insulate the room.  We 
debated about replacement 
drapes, or blinds or shades, and 
research indicated this process to 
be a viable alternative. 

One of our proudest accomplish-
ments was to reach out to the 
ladies of Temple B'rith Sholom, 

and start  periodically sharing fel-
lowship with them on an informal 
basis.   Sometimes we host 
them, and sometimes they host 
us. To show their appreciation for 
the bond between our two 
groups, the ladies of the Temple 
gifted Anna's Circle with an ex-
quisite miniature triptych of the 
stained glass Chagall monument 
in Chicago.  It is on display in our 
Church in a custom created light-
ed display case, thanks to the 
talent and hard work of Allen 
Oertel.   While we have enjoyed 
a long time pulpit exchange with 
their Rabbi, and our Minister, we 
had not previously had the con-
nection with just the ladies of the 
respective groups.  Of course, 
our connection with the Temple 
goes back to the pulpit exchange 
that existed before the  fire that 
destroyed our original Church, 
located across from the Gover-
nor's Mansion, on the corner of 

5th and Jackson. In fact, their 
Rabbi was to speak at our 
Church the week of the fire.  The 
evening of the day of the fire, 
their Rabbi, called our Dr. Virgil 
Meyers, and offered the use of 
their temple for services,  while 
we rebuilt in our new loca-
tion.  We gratefully accepted, and 
the rest - as they say - is histo-
ry.  We continue our cordial rela-
tionship by putting together 
Thanksgiving baskets for the 
needy each year.   
Anna's Circle is open to all ladies 
of the Church.  We meet - usually 
- on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month at 10am.  We take turns 
providing refreshments, doing the 
devotions, and serving as 
"officers" - leader, treasurer and 
secretary.  This is a VERY casu-
al, informal, relaxed, and thor-
oughly charming group of wom-
en, devoted to our Church.....and 
each other.    

Mark Your  

Calendars.   

 

Annual Meeting 

is on  

Sunday, January 

22nd  

following the 

church service.  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 4 Vision Vision 

Blessings.  Where are we go-
ing? How will we get 
there?  Those are the dilem-
mas we have every day, 
whether we are pondering a 

change in residence, or just a 
shopping trip.  When we 
reach our goal, we feel 
blessed.  But along the way, 
we are sustained by many 
blessings.  The demonstra-
tions of faith shown by our 
congregational family are true 
blessings.  Family members 
go through trials with health 
issues, work issues, family 
issues.  By maintaining a pos-
itive attitude, gained by our 
faith that the Lord is watching 
over us, helping us make the 
right decisions, he fills our 
lives with blessings.  As we 
watch others maintain a posi-
tive attitude when dealing with 
difficult times, they show a 
way for us to do the 

same.  The next few months 
will lead to family gatherings 
and special celebrations. The-
se are some of the special 
blessings along the way.  Cel-
ebrate your blessings every-
day, as you live your life, 
through faith, towards your 
goals. 

 

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
The music depart-
ment has had various 
challenges this fall.  
Several of our choir 
members have been 
ñunder the weatherò, 
and we have had to 
work around many 
absences as well as 
other conflicts.  Hav-
ing said that, we are 
so fortunate to have 

such a faithful group 
who continue to do 
their best and offer 
their talents in the 
midst of lifeôs bumps 
and bruises.   This 
month we  had spe-
cial music on Novem-
ber 13 in observance 
of Forefathers Sun-
day, and will have 
special music on No-
vember 20 in ob-
servance of Thanks-
giving. We are truly 
blessed. 
 
We are also so happy 
to have Amy Norton 
(a.k.a. Pastor Danôs 

daughter) in the choir.  
November 6th  she 
shared her beautiful 
solo voice with us in 
an inspirational com-
munion song.  Amy 
has an extensive mu-
sic background and is 
such a pleasure to 
work with.  Welcome 
Amy. We are truly 
blessed. 
 
The kids in Kids Klub 
are studying the life of 
Christ and will incor-
porate some of their 
lessons in the Christ-
mas program on 
White Gifts Sunday, 

December 11.  After 
worship service they 
will also share a few 
musical selections in 
the Fellowship Hall 
while refreshments 
are being served.  
Please mark your cal-
endar and plan to at-
tend.  Also be sure to 
read Kids Korner 
where they share 
some of their thoughts 
and ideas on their les-
sons.  We are truly 
blessed. 
 
Respectfully submit-
ted, 
Karen Ferguson 

News from our Karen of All Trades  
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In studying the life of Christ, the kids were asked to ex-
press their thoughts on some of their lessons.   
 
When learning about King Herod, one student wrote:  
 
 òI canõt believe King Herod said to kill all kids under 
two. After the king died, Mary, Joseph, and Jesus 
moved back to their home.ó 

 
When learning the story of the boy Jesus in the temple, the students were asked to think 
about how they were like Jesus and how they were different.  They wrote:  
 
òI probably wouldnõt be talking to people at the temple. I would be talking to my principal and 
saying I donõt like school so I will make you a dealémore homework for more slushies!ó 
 
òI learned in the boyhood of Jesus, when he went into the temple and talked to the priests is 
like if I ran into my principalõs office and said I hate doing school work so letõs have recess all 
day! We were both trying to make things better!ó 
 
òI am the same as Jesus as a child because I am active and try to make things better.  I am dif-
ferent because I do not travel as much and Iõm not home schooled.ó   

October Was Clergy Appreciation Month  
ïPastor Dan and his cake. 



  

 

 

Change Is Constant  

by Marilyn German  

On Saturday October 22, Pastor Dan and I at-
tended the UCC Illinois Western Association 
meeting at St. John's UCC church's Fellowship 
Hall in Minier, IL.  Both of us were pleasantly 
surprised at the topics presented and our 
thoughts of a "ho-hum meeting" were replaced 
with "a good, timely, one of the best ever at-
tended meeting". 
 
The workshop I attended reminded or intro-
duced us to what  the UCC church is and our 
strength as a denomination. The United Church 
of Christ is a marriage of spirituality and social 
justice. Our polity is autonomous:  self-
governing.  Our polity is covenantal:  pledged to 
God.  We are accountable to God and each oth-
er.  There are 5000+ churches with 1,000,000+ 
members throughout the world.  In Illinois, there 
are 294 UCC churches. 
 
  

Our logo or symbol depicts various ideas: 
 -the crown symbolizes 
the sovereignty of   
Christ; 
 
-the cross recalls the suf-
fering of Christ; 
-the orb, divided into 3 
parts, reminds us of 

Christ's command to be his witnesses in all of 
the world; 
          
-"THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE" reflects 
UCC's historic commitment to re storing unity 
among churches of Jesus  Christ. 
 
We were constantly reminded that communica-
tion has greatly changed over time, from people 
talking,  to writing, to phoning, to computers, 
etc.  We live in transitional times and churches 
need to use multiple ways of communication. 

Pledges, Time and Talents  

The people of our church are always so 
generous and without that generosity, 
where would we be?  UCC needs to know 
how you can continue to help through 
pledges, time or talent.   
 
Please take a moment to fill out the form 
that was recently in the bulletin and also 
sent home in the mail.  Weôd like to have 
an idea of how much you can pledge to 
give this year.   
 
Some of us can give monetary donations 
others can give time and talent and some 
can give both.   
 
If you canôt find the form, just email to 
firstconucc@comcast.net or drop a note by 
the office.  Thanks again for all you do. 

Donõt forget Annaõs Circleõs Quilt 

Raffle.  Turn in your tickets soon.  

Quilt will be raffled off at the 

Cookie Walk on December 3rd.   

Vision Page 6 
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Time to start thinking about the Rum-
mage Sale.  The sale is the first weekend 
in March and we can start collecting 
things now.  We cannot take mattresses, 
and we are not accepting clothing.  Also, 
please make sure items are in working 
condition and in decent shape.   
 
We will start storing items in the room 
across from the Dorcas room.  You can 
start bringing them in on Sundays and 
weôll have a couple of special collection 
days coming up.     

  Cookie Walk on December 3rd  

 

Calling all bakers, especially those of you who are 
known for making special Christmas treats.  Our 
cookie walk is on Saturday, December 3rd.  We are 
going to be baking at the church on Saturday, No-
vember 26th from 9am-Noon.   Bring your ingredients 
and come join us.  Otherwise, bring several dozen 
cookies to church, no later than Friday morning, De-
cember 2nd.  We will be organizing and setting up 
Friday night and taking care of loose ends on Satur-
day morning, December 3rd.  We need to be ready 
for Cookie buyers at 2pm on Saturday.  We plan to 
sell through the Bells In Motion concert which starts 
at 7pm.  This is our first time, so we are very unsure 
of how many cookies we will need.  We do know spe-
cial Christmas cookies sell best.  Thanks for all the 
help.   

White Gifts Sunday  

This year, White Gifts Sunday, is on De-
cember 11th.  It is a tradition at First Con-
gregational UCC to buy gifts for needy chil-
dren and wrap them in white tissue paper.  
Those gifts are then given to the children 
helped out by Contact Ministries.   
 
The children of First Congregational UCC 
also put on a special play showing what 
theyôve learned in Kids Klub.   
 
Please donôt forget to bring a gift for a 
needy child on Saturday, December 11th, if 
you can.   
 
The kids will also be offering up some spe-
cial performances following White Gifts 
Sunday.  The church is planning on having 
sandwiches and chips following the service. 



  

 

 

First Congregational UCC  

2100 South Bates Ave.  

Springfield, IL 62704  

 

546 -7170 (church office)  

pastordan64@comcast.net  

Meeting the Challenge Church Calendar  
Weekly Happenings 
 
Mondays 
AA Meeting  8p 
 

Tuesdays 
Zumba  5:30p 

 
Wednesdays 
Fellowship Meal  5:30pm           
Chancel Choir 6pm 
Bell Choir  7pm 
 

Thursdays 
Clergy Cluster 10:30am 
Zumba  5:30p 
AA Meeting 8p 
 

Saturdays 
AA Meeting 10:30a 
 

Sundays 
Service at 10am only this month 

 
 

Boards & Committees Reg-
ular Monthly Meeting 

Schedule  
1st week  

Monday - Deacons at 5:30pm  
Tuesday - Christian Fellowship at 
5:45pm 
Tuesday - Trustees at 6:30pm 
 

2nd week  
Tuesday - Christian Education 
6pm.  
Wednesday - Clergy Cluster Meet-
ing 10:30am 
Saturday - Men's Fellowship 8:30am 
 

3rd week  
Tuesday - Finance & Steward-
ship 5:30pm.  Cub Scout Pack #331 
7pm 

Wednesday - Cub Pack #331 6pm 
Saturday - Anna's Circle (Women's 
Fellowship) 10am 
 

4th week  
Tuesday - Church Council  6:30pm  

Wednesday - A.M. Deacons  9:30am 

Help Us Best Reach You 

Whatôs the best way to get information to you?  We want to make 
sure you are aware of the happenings at First Congregational UCC.  
We are working on an updated email list.  Please submit your email 
to firstconucc@comcast.net or give it to Bill in the office.  If email is 
not your thing, please let us know if you prefer snail mail.   Plus give 
us the best phone number to get a hold of you, as well. 

   

In addition, you should soon see changes to the website and if you 
havenôt already, join our Facebook page, FirstCong UCC Springfield. 

 

(Above) Congrats to Julie Boots (pictured above with her  
ñrace support staffò, Ethan and her sister Therese Karabin) 
who finished the Chicago Marathon  in 4:44.19 and Vi Dick-

sonôs son, Charles, who finished in 6:16.51.  
 
(Below) Recognizing our veterans on Forefathersô Sunday.   


