
  

 

 

have the spirit and faith to 
keep our church chugging 
right along.   

The $3,000 will be put in a 
separate account for the 
Heating and Air Condition-
ing System.   

I know when you think 
about the price tag for the 
HVAC, it seems like we 
may never get there, but I 
have faith we will.   

We will continue to be the 
little church that could and 
eventually we will be the 
little church that did!  

Thanks again.   

From donating items, to 
picking them up, to or-
ganizing, pricing and 
selling them, our con-
gregation came togeth-
er over the past several 
months and made the 
first, First Congregation-
al United Church of 
Christ Rummage Sale, 
a big success.   

We raised over $3,000 
dollars and thatôs a 
great accomplishment 
for a first sale.   

Of course, the bakers of 
our church helped a 

great deal with the bake 
sale and there werenôt 
very many baked goods 
left by the end of the it.   

Weôve learned from our 
first experience and will 
be changing some pro-
cedures and particulars, 
but we do plan on  doing 
it again, so keep that in 
mind as you continue to 
do Spring, Summer and 
Fall cleaning.  Next 
yearôs dates are March 
9th & 10th, 2012. 

This was a monumental 
task and, at times, a bit 
overwhelming.  We went 
from not believing weôd 
have enough to having a 
lot to sell.  We were pric-
ing and putting out stuff 
up until the beginning of 
the sale.   

We would not have had 
so much success if it 
werenôt for every mem-
ber of this church step-
ping up.  We showed we 
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 Wow!  What a Team...Our Congregation! 

 

òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   
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A Word From Our Pastor Dan Dexter- ñTumbled Stonesò 

Page 2 Vision 

While talking to How-
ard Thielbar in the 
hospital, he men-
tioned that a friend of 
his had brought him 
several ñtumbled 
stonesò which Howard 
is proceeding to give 
away to those who 
visit him.  Many of 
you may not be aware 

that Howard has been 
a dedicated and tal-
ented ñRock 
Hound.ò (Yes, that is 
what they are called.  
I thought there would 
be a fancier name, 
but at least the Inter-
net says Rock 
Hound.)  Anyway, 
with Lent just around 
the corner, I picked a 
beautiful purple one. 
 
The conversation re-
ally became interest-
ing as Howard de-
scribed how these 
beautiful smooth 
stones are made.  
Permit me to share.  
Place several regular 

rocks (people) into a 
smoothly lined tum-
bler (church).  Add 
abrasive (issues) and 
tumble for a long time 
(discuss, debate, ne-
gotiate) the goal be-
ing the creation of 
smoothly polished 
stones with all rough 
edges removed by 
rubbing (that unique 
Christian fellowship 
known by the Biblical 
word ñkoinoniaò).   
 
As the Apostle Paul 
says, ñlike living 
stones, let yourselves 
be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices ac-
ceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.ò 
1 Peter 2:5.   
 
The next time any 
one of us feels 
rubbed the wrong way 
by another, may we 
keep in mind the spir-
itual and relational 
strength God wills for 
First Congregational 
UCC through the pro-
cess of rubbing.   
 
Thank you Howard! 
 
Weôve come this far 
by faith, 
 
Pastor Dan 

Welcome New Members! 

On Sunday, March 13th, First Congregational United Church of Christ-Springfield welcomed three 
new members.  Pastor Dan Dexter welcomed in Esther and John Carmitchel and Jane Staley.  All 
three have jumped right in becoming contributing members of our church and offering a great deal of 
assistance with the rummage sale. 

Pictured above:  Pastor Dan Dexter, Ada Lynn 
Shrewsberry, Jane Staley, John and Esther Car-
mitchel, Donna and John Grove. To the left:  Ada 
Lynn Shrewsberry and Jane Staley.  To the right:  
The Carmitchels, Donna Grove and Pastor Dan.  
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I love the thought of 
spring.  I donôt know if it 
is just the thought of 
comfortable tempera-
tures, blooming flowers, 
or NO SNOW!  Perhaps 
it is also the symbolism 
of starting over, a clean 
slate, or a new begin-
ning. It is a time of reju-
venationéand it is just 
around the corner, at 
least I tell myself that 
every March when we 
get a break in the weath-
er.   

 
The other day as I was 
walking across the 
church parking lot enjoy-
ing the sun and warmer 
temperatures, I realized 
that before we know it, it 
will be hot and the play-
ground will once again 
be full of enthusiastic 
campers.  Having youth 
in the church is rejuve-
nating for many of us. 
Can you be rejuvenated 
and exhausted at the 
same time? This may be 
an oxymoron, but I think 
it is an appropriate de-
scription of how the sum-
mer camp staff feels by 
the end of the summer!  
 
Here is our latest sum-
mer camp update. A 
group of us spent the 
day at the Prairie Capital 
Convention Center dur-
ing Kidsfest.  We made 
contact with the commu-

nity that will hopefully 
result in some new 
campers traveling with 
us down Route 66, our 
theme for this yearôs 
summer camp.  We had 
a professional promo-
tional DVD for potential 
campers to see as well 
as last yearôs sets for the 
kids to take their picture 
with.  We had a drawing 
for a free week of camp, 
answered lots of ques-
tions about our camp, 
and passed out numer-
ous flyers.  Anyone 
wanting a flyer may ei-
ther print it from our 
website or pick up a 
copy located on the ta-
ble outside the sanctu-
ary.   
 
For a couple of other 
items, please notice the 
new column in the Vision 
called ñKids Kornerò.  It 
is information from our 

Kids Klub written by our 
Kids Klub. I donôt know if 
this will always be the 
case, but this edition 
was not edited! 
 
As a reminder, be sure 
to note on your calen-
dars that May 22 is Mu-
sic Sunday!  Invite your 
family and friends to this 
special service and ask 
them to join us after-
wards in the Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments. 
 
Keep praying for our 
church and our youth as 
we continue to work on 
reaching out to the com-
munity. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Ferguson 
Music/CE/Camp Director 
 

 

 

 

News From our Karen of All Trades 

 

First Congregational UCC Summer Camp Booth at KidsFest at 
the Prairie Capital Convention Center on February 19th. 
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Help Build  
Springfieldôs  
Childrenôs  
Museum, the  
Kidzeum! 

 
On April 8th, come join the 
fun of an 80s themed mur-
der mystery gala to benefit 
the Kidzeum of Health and 
Science.   
 
The event will be held at 
Erinôs Pavilion at Southwind 
Park on April 8th.   
Cocktails at 6:00 p.m. Show 
begins at 7:00 p.m.  
Tickets are $60 per person 
or $110 per couple.   You 
can purchase tickets online 
at kidzeum.org or call Joey 
McLaughlin at 726-8716. 
 
If you are interested in spon-
sorships, there are some 
available as well. 
 
There is also a ñCoins for 
Kidzeum: Change Cam-
paignò going on now through 
May 18 for 3 categories of 
Coin Champions: individu-
als, groups 
or classrooms. 
 
Coin Champions collect 
spare change to 
compete to win prizes within 
their category, 
and to make a BIG change 
in our community! 
 
Thanks for any help you can 
give in making the Kidzeum 
become a reality. 

Teamwork: To build and maintain 
our First Family, we need to work 
as a team.  Each one of us has 
skills that will help maintain the 
First Family!  The recent rum-
mage sale was a great demon-
stration of our church family work-
ing together!  Members donated 

their useful goods, others worked 
to gather, organize and price the 
goods, we had great advertising 
by the PR team, great food pre-
pared for the bake sale and an 
enthusiastic sales staff!  What 
resulted was an overwhelming 
response from the community - 
and our church family members - 
to buy up the goodies!  With total 
sales of more than $3,000, the 
members of the First Family have 
proved ability for magnificent 
teamwork!  Once again, please 
let me know if you have any 
questions or comments about 
what is going on in our church 
family. If you have an idea for a 
fundraiser for the HVAC fund or a 
skill you would like to share, we 
want to hear about it! It is so im-
portant for everyone to be includ-
ed in the circle of information. I 
look forward to good things con-
tinuing to happen for the First 
Family!  

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
ServicesServicesServices   
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This month in Kids Klub, we have 

been learning about confirmation. 

We all agree that Wayne and Karen 

are great and helpful, in fact some 

of us have started calling him ôUncle 

Wayneõ. This month we also painted 

the church rummage sale sign with 

the help of Wayne and Tyler. We 

learned that Trinity is God the Fa-

ther, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. We all look forward to seeing 

what Karen thinks up for our upcom-

ing Easter program.  


