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“It’s not where you are that counts, it’s where you are going.”

A new year for First Congregational UCC

The sustaining fund also
increased by nearly
$20,000.

The Annual Meeting on
Sunday, January 27th
unveiled First Congre-
gational United Church
of Christ in Springfield
has made many strides
this past year.

Pastor Dan Dexter says
our church has grown a
lot over the past year,
coming even closer to-
gether for positive

Most of which, our giv-
change.

ing has increased and
the fear that we would
have to close our doors
in the near future has
lessened.

We saved money by us-
ing our own members to
clean our church. It's a
small group that continu-
ously comes to clean our
church and as Pastor
Dan has said, “Our
church is cleaner than it
ever has been.”

Treasurer Bill Gan-
schinietz says our as-
sets increased by
$40,000 between the
end of 2009 and the
end of 2010, an in-

crease of 23 percent. The nominating commit-

tee worked tirelessly to

make sure all commit-
tees had members and
a full slate is ready to
tackle 2011.

The Pastoral Search
committee has been
formed as well and will
begin it's work soon.

At the annual meeting,
thanks was given to the
many who have helped
our church be success-
ful this year. If we tried
to name them all, we’'d
surely miss some. So
thanks to all of you, and
most of all, thanks to
Pastor Dan Dexter and
Nancy for stepping in
and helping our church
have a successful 2010.

First Congregational Unit-
ed Church of Christ contin-
ues to step up and give
back to the community and
why would the Lenten sea-
son be any different.

Starting Wednesday,
March 9th, we are going to
be collecting food for an
Easter feast for those in
need.

Anything, non-perishable,
you’'d like to donate that
would typically be in an
Easter meal would be ap-
preciated. Food such as

“Fill the Sills” During Lent.

instant mashed potatoes,
canned yams, biscuit mix,
corn, and more.

Help give to others this
Easter.

If you'd like to give a cash
donation, we will use that
money to buy hams to give |
to the food pantry.

We will start filling the back
window sills first, with the
goal of filling all of them to
the hilt by Palm Sunday.

Then we’ll take all of the
food collected to the food
pantry for distribution at
Easter.



A Word From Our Pastor Dan Dexter

One of the tasks of an
interim minister is to
monitor and evaluate
the congregation’s pro-
gress/readiness to call
a new pastor. In trying
to evaluate just where
we are now as a con-
gregation, | am torn be-
tween two possibilities.
One is a slogan from an
old advertising cam-
paign: “You've come a
long way, baby.” And

we have come a long
way. We are making
the difficult about face
from looking longingly
back to the way it used
to be and are just be-
ginning to look ahead to
what we can become
with the talent, commit-
ment and vision God is
giving us. As Bill Gan-
schinietz put it in the
Annual Meeting, “Our
church led by its
boards, committees and
officers really took own-
ership of our situation
this year.” A year ago
we were like the prover-
bial little train at the bot-
tom of the hill looking
up at the year and say-
ing somewhat doubtful-
ly,” We think we can.”
But we have gained
faith this year and “we
know we can” is begin-

ning to creep into our
thinking as we began to
climb the hill.

Which brings me to the
second possibility from
a song sung by the
“Carpenters“(remember
them?): “We’ve Only
Just Begun.” Our All
Church Survey (ACS)
revealed several areas
you believe could use
improvement. We will
be addressing these
areas with the Council
and boards/committees
this year. Our Search
Committee will also be
using the results of the
ACS in putting together
our church profile.
Many of you have ex-
pressed concerns about
finding new members.
The fact is our Constitu-
tion and By-laws do not

mention this extremely
important function.
Therefore, we do not
have any group
charged with carrying
out this responsibility.
This along with several
other organizational is-
sues, including mis-
sions, will require some
extensive work on our
Constitution and By-
laws to better reflect
where we want to go as
a congregation and give
us the framework that
will enable us to get
there.

The good news is all of
this is doable especially
when we remember
how special the fellow-
ship we are working for
is to each of us.
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A Trip To Kenya! - by Mary Alice Suter

| bring you greetings from Kenya!

From the churches,
| met there, they
to those at home in

the USA. Thank
you for all your

prayers and support

in me going. The money you gave helped to re-
hab Kuinet Secondary school for girls and boys
outside the city of Eldoret. They were able to re-
paint their roof, put in stone borders, and plant a
number of trees on the grounds. | helped with a
few of these tasks on a work day we had there.

| have the impossible task of putting 3 weeks of
life-changing experiences in another culture into a
few words for you. As some of you have request-

schools, and people ed, hopefully | will get more time to tell you about

my weeks in Kenya so that this won'’t be all you

- always asked me to hear of it. For now, | will tell you a bit about what |
take their blessings did there and my impressions.
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Mary Alice with friends from Reformed Institute for

Theological Training

(Continued on page 5)




News From our Karen of All Trades

Work has already begun
as we think about the
upcoming year. Our
younger members of our
church family have been
working to help with the
church rummage sale.
With the help of Wayne

(Pm not including him in
the “younger” category)
Kids Klub has been

working on a sign to pro-

mote this church event.
Our mini carpenters are
helping to design, paint,
and construct the sign.
They are also planning
to assist during the
event by selling food
and running errands.
This is a time for the
church family to follow
the example of our kids
and ask “what can we
do to make this a suc-
cess?” We will need
everyone’s participation,
and the Christian fellow-
ship you will find is a

sure thing! Come and

join the kids as we work

to better the future of
our church.

Music Sunday is tenta-
tively set for May 22.
We would like to make
this an even larger at-
tended Sunday than in
the past, so mark your
calendars and your
friends’ calendars now.
With the support and
guidance of Pastor Dan,
this will sure to be a
Sunday with special
blessings.

Even with the snow on
the ground, we are

working on Summer
Camp. We plan to pre-
pare information to dis-
tribute at the annual
Kids Fest held on Febru-
ary 19" at the Conven-
tion Center. This will
hopefully give us the
exposure we need and
increase our enroliment.
Keep us in your prayers
as we work to help both
the church and the com-
munity.

Respectfully,
Karen Ferguson

Music/CE/Camp Direc-
tor




Learn About
Advance Planning

Pastor Dan will be holding
an Advance Planning
Seminar soon.

Be on the lookout for the
date and time.

Whether you are a young
person or couple or an
older person or couple,
advanced planning is a
good idea for everyone.
This will help make things
easier for your loved ones
if you're ever unable to
take care of yourself after
an accident or health con-
dition. It will also make
things easier for them
when it comes to end of
life questions.

Advanced Planning in-
cludes things such as
power of attorney, a living
will, DNR’s, a will and oth-
er considerations.

It's important to have this
all in order, to make sure
everything is carried out

as you would wish.

Pastor Dan will be an-
nouncing the exact date
and time for the Advance
Planning Seminar at
church and in the church
bulletin. We also will try
to make sure it's on our
Facebook page
Firstcong UCC Spring-
field and on the website,
firstucc.com.

Moderator Musings From Debi lams

Communication! | am involved in
a production at the Springfield
Theatre Centre right now, where
the Director puts out a weekly —
or more frequent, if needed —
newsletter for the cast and

staff. The newsletter includes his
thoughts about the past weeks
rehearsals, frustrations with the
venue, feedback to the actors,
and a plan for what is going on in
the coming week. This lets eve-
ryone know what to expect, gives
everyone the same ‘story’ — no
different versions floating around,

P

so we are working together on the
same page. Atthe end of every
rehearsal, there is a prayer circle,
where we offer joys that we have

., experienced that day, and praise

God for all of our blessings!

| hope that we can celebrate all of
our joys each week together dur-
ing the coming year. We certainly
have so much to be thankful

for. Our members are working
together as a team to fulfill our
needs, including cleaning the

' church, breaking bread on

Wednesdays in good fellowship,
visiting and calling on those hav-
ing health issues, providing space
for our community groups to do
good for everyone in Sprindfield,
praising the Good Father each
Sunday, and so on.

Please let me know if you have
any questions or comments about
what is going on in our church
family. Itis so important for eve-
ryone to be included in the circle
of information. | look forward to
good things continuing to happen
for our congregational family.

Sarah Mclaughlin accepting a 3rd Place certificate at the Bible Bowl Tournament
in Mahomet. Sarah is part of Southside Christian Church’s team with her friend

Hannah Freehill (on far right in team picture). Their team won 3rd as well.

|




(A Trip to Kenya-continued from Page 2)

We spent
the first few
days in and
around Nai-
robi, Kenya’s
capital city. It
was much
more west-
ern with big
buildings
and a busy
downtown area. There we visited an elephant or-
phanage, which was wonderful to see how they
are rescuing the animals whose mothers’ have
been poached and then training them so they can
go back into the wild.

David Sheldrick Wildlife Trusts Orphan Project

In downtown Nairobi is the site of the 1998 bomb-
ing of the U.S. Embassy, which was difficult to
hear about, but also good to hear how the people
of Kenya came together and rebuilt after this trage-
dy. We visited Kazuri beads, a program that em-
ploys 340 single mothers and makes beautiful clay
jewelry. We worshiped at Nyumbani (“home” in
Swahili), a chil-
dren’s home
for kids with
HIV/AIDS. The
children led
music and

N danced in wor-
B ship and were
), so happy and
most of them
were healthy
because of the
medication they

Lokibura RCEA (Reformed Church of East
Africa) Church in the Turkana

are on.

We drove from Nairobi through the Great Rift Val-
ley, an amazing sight to behold, to get to the city of
Eldoret. In Eldoret we stayed at the Reformed In-
stitute for Theological Training (RITT), which is a
school for people wanting to go into ministry in the
Reformed Church of East Africa (RCEA) denomi-
nation. We spent about 10 days at RITT, getting to
know the students well, worshiping with them at
daily devotions, eating meals and drinking tea to-
gether, doing community work at Kuinet, and even
participating in their graduation ceremony as part

of an International Choir.

We also took a trip to the Turkana region in the
desert where many people still live very traditional-
ly. We visited 2 churches and a children’s home
there and were received with so much joy and
love. The women at the churches greeted us sing-
ing and dancing. They praised God with so much
jubilation even though they were likely the poorest
people | have ever seen or may ever see. Also, we
took a short trip on the way home to Lake Barlngo
in which | encoun- g A

tered a hippo on
the beach at night,
but live to tell the
tale.

What | will remem-
ber and cherish
most about my
time there are the
people and their
strong sense of
community. They were always out and about
(though part of this was possible because the
weather was nice) greeting each other and working
together. The people there were also so welcom-
ing and hospitable. They would always give us the
best of whatever we had when visiting in their
schools, homes, and churches. | had the oppor-
tunity to preach at Kuinet RCEA church and at
evening devotions at RITT. God has blessed me
through this trip and through you and your prayers.
| stayed healthy and safe. | look forward to telling
more stories to you and talking to you about my
time in Kenya. | have so many memories | will take
with me forever.

Mary Alice painting at Kuinet Secondary
School outside of Eldoret.

Eden Students and professors | traveled with as well
as a boy from Nyumbani Children's Home for those

infected with HIV/AIDS in Nairobi




Church Calendar
Weekly Happenings

Mondays
AA Meeting 8p

Tuesdays
Zumba 5:30p

Wednesdays
Fellowship Meal 5:30pm

Chancel Choir 6pm
Bell Choir 7pm

Thursdays
Clergy Cluster 10:30am

Zumba 5:30p
AA Meeting 8p

Saturdays
AA Meeting 10:30a

Sundays
Service at 10am only this month

Boards & Committees Reg-
ular Monthly Meeting

Schedule

1st week

Monday - Deacons at 5:30pm
Tuesday - Christian Fellowship at
5:45pm

Tuesday - Trustees at 6:30pm

2nd week

Tuesday - Christian Education

6pm.

Wednesday - Clergy Cluster Meet-
ing 10:30am

Saturday - Men's Fellowship 8:30am

3rd week

Tuesday - Finance & Steward-
ship 5:30pm. Cub Scout Pack #331
7pm

Wednesday - Cub Pack #331 6pm
Saturday - Anna's Circle (Women's
Fellowship) 10am

First Congregational UCC
2100 South Bates Ave.
Springfield, IL 62704

Packer Priesters

Some of the Priester Gang were lucky enough to take in Super Bowl
XLV in person: Heidi, James, Hank and Eddie Priester.

Rummage Sale March 11th & 12th

The Rummage Sale is set for March 11th and 12th. Please try to bring in your
gently used items (no clothes please) before March 1st, if at all possible.

If you have a large item that needs to be picked up, Joey and Michelle
McLaughlin will arrange to get that from you on February 26th. Please email or
call us at 454-7875 or at speenarc@gmail.com to arrange pick up, or let Bill
know in the church office. We also still need volunteers. Thanks.

Help Us Best Reach You

What'’s the best way to get information to you? We want to make
sure you are aware of the happenings at First Congregational UCC.
We are working on an updated email list. Please submit your email
to firstconucc@comcast.net or give it to Bill in the office. If email is
not your thing, please let us know if you prefer snail mail. Plus give
us the best phone number to get a hold of you, as well.

In addition, you should soon see changes to the website and if you
haven’t already, join our Facebook page, FirstCong UCC Springfield.



