
  

 

 

and sell their wares.  Wheth-
er itôs Pampered Chef, 
31gifts.com, or a special 
craft, we would invite those 
merchants to come and sell 
their goods.  We would also 
have a bake sale at the 
same time.  This would be a 
great event around Motherôs 
Day, which is approaching 
too quickly for us to do it this 
year, however, we may do it 
sometime this year and may-
be next year as well.   

We also have had some 
great offers from members of 
the congregation of items to 
auction, including stays at 
time-shares in warm places.  
We are continuing to discuss 
how to do this.   

Thanks to everyone who 
continues to give us ideas.  
We will continue to push 
ahead in raising money to 
replace our churchôs HVAC 
system.   

The Rummage Sale is 
behind us and was a big 
success.  Now that weôve 
had a breather, itôs time to 
get back at it.   

We are going to try a few 
small fundraisers before 
another large one this fall.  
The Public Relations Com-
mittee is  finding out more 
about selling Rada Cutlery 
(thanks to the suggestions 
from Diana Smith).  This 
will be a low key fundrais-
er, similar to Annaôs Cir-
cleôs Butter Braids.  We 
hope everyone will help us 
with the effort.   

Cathy Ganschinietz is 
busy pursuing jewelry she 
purchased from the rum-
mage sale and is putting it 
up for sale on the web, 
and donating the proceeds 
back to the church.  Sheôs 
written a short note on that 
later in this newsletter.   

For this fall, we will likely be 
working on a Cookie Cook-
book.  This will go along 
with our cookie walk 
around Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Weôve all sam-
pled the wonderful goods 
from the bakers here at 
UCC and we know a Cook-
ie Walk will be a big suc-
cess.  Details to come on 
both those projects as they 
are in the very preliminary 
stages.   

We are also considering a 
Bazaar of some type where 
people could buy tables 
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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   
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Pastor Dan Dexter- ñStuff and more stuff, better known as miscellaneous ramblings.ò 
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It is Holy Week.  I was 
thrilled to see every-
one at Palm Sunday 
Services, and I am 
hoping everyone 
makes a special effort 
to attend Maundy 
Thursday and Easter 
services.  While you 
are at it, plan on Mu-
sic Sunday, May 22, 
as well. 
 
I know many of you 
are waiting for times 
and dates of the Ad-
vance Planning Semi-
nar.  It is in the pro-

cess of being upgrad-
ed to the Pastor Dan 
and Carl Draper ver-
sion to make it as 
comprehensive and 
helpful as possi-
ble.  More to follow, 
soon. 
 
Those of you who 
tried to call the church 
office the week of 
April 10th were not 
able to reach us as 
the phone system 
was completely 
downðno calls in or 
out.  After service vis-
its from AT&T, 
George alarm and 
Mam Com (who in-
stalled our telephone 
system), the problem 
was finally diagnosed 
Friday morning the 
15th.  It appears we 
suffered a power 
surge possibly during 
the same storm that 
caught fire to Plym-

outh UCC church 
building.  The surge 
blew out the power 
supply to our phone 
system and had to be 
replaced.  Never a 
dull moment!   
  
Nancy and I want to 
thank you for the cake 
and coffee celebrating 
our one year of inter-
im ministry.  But more 
than that, we want to 
thank you for your in-
numerable kindness-
es, encouragements, 
attaboys, etc. which 
have made all the dif-
ference in the world to 
us. 
 
One year ago I wrote 
about the beautiful 
blossoms outside my 
office window and the 
ñcrittersò awakening to 
spring.  Well, God is 
on time again this 
year and I am remind-

ed that in spite of the 
trouble and turmoil 
around us and our 

world, God has given 
us a wonderful world 
to take care of and to 
live in. 
May FCUCC continue 
to keep open hearts 
and doors. 
 
Weôve come this far 
by faith. 
 
Pastor Dan    

UIS and Junior League of Springfield Recognize Joey McLaughlin 

Nominated by Farah Salim, of the Kidzeum of Springfield, for his 
volunteer work on the Kidzeum Board, Joey McLaughlin, received 
the ñHeart of Goldò Award on April 13th.  UIS and the Junior 
League of Springfield recognized Joey, as well as 25 local volun-
teers.   
 
Salim nominated Joey for his social networking efforts for the Ki-
dzeum.  Joey has helped keep the Kidzeum of Health and Sci-
ence Facebook page updated with good tidbits for parents and 
their kids as well as updating the community on its efforts.  He 
has also helped produce videos and taken pictures at Kidzeum 
events.  Check out the Kidzeum Facebook page at Kidzeum of 
Health and Science Childrenôs Museum.  You can also follow the 
Kidzeumôs fundraising efforts at Kidzeum.org.   
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I hope you have been 
enjoying the artistic 
works of Kids Klub.  
The kids artwork has  
made its way to the 
front of the Sunday 
bulletin.  It is always 
reassuring to see the 
kids demonstrate what 

they have learned, but 
I often think I am 
learning as much from 
them.  If you want to 
stay young with fresh 
ideas, then stay in 
contact with kids.  You 
just never know what 
they are going to say 
or do that often will 
bring a smile to your 
faceéand sometimes 
even enlightenment. 
Iôm not sure we will 
have a Kids Korner in 
the newsletter as the 
Kids have been 
spending their time 
preparing for their pup-
pet ministry for East-
er.  They have done a 

wonderful job of bring-
ing their own special 
personality to the 
skit.  Considering how 
young they are, it is 
amazing what they 
can do.  Believe me, 
coordinating the pup-
pets while performing 
the skit is indeed a 
challenge at any age. 
If you havenôt noticed 
the church being plas-
tered with neon green 
flyers, I will remind you 
again not to miss Mu-
sic Sunday on May 
22.  We will have 
guests musicians wor-
shiping with us and 
hopefully a well at-

tended service.  The 
music department 
works extra hard to 
prepare for this day, 
so attend if you can 
and bring your family 
and friends. 
I also ask that you 
keep the summer 
camp in your prayers 
as we are working out 
issues, preparing 
rooms and curriculum, 
and training staff.   
 
Respectfully, 
 
Karen Ferguson 
CE/Camp/Music Direc-
tor 
 

News From our Karen of All Trades 

 

Church to Take Part In  
ñSpringfield In Bloomò 

We are hoping to take ad-
vantage of many of our con-
gregationôs talents and show-
case our church in ñSpringfield 
in Bloomò this year.   
 
We want to spruce up the cor-
ner of Bates and Cherry by 
our churchôs sign and along-
side the North side of the 
building.   
 
We will be calling on some of 
you and your talents to help 

us.  If gardening is not your 
thing, we hope youôll be able 
to help by donating certain 
flowers, dirt, or whatever else 
might be needed.   
 
We will be working on a de-
sign, and we will let you know 
what group of folks will be 
heading up that effort.   
 
The information for the contest 
hasnôt been released yet, but 
ñSpringfield in Bloomò usually 

launches around this time.  
Judging usually begins in July.   
 
If you have any ideas, or 
would like to help in any way, 
please contact, Bill Gan-
schinietz or Michelle 
McLaughlin.   
 
This will be a great way to get 
our church some more recog-
nition in the community.   
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Christian Fellowship 

Always Hard At Work 
 
Christian Fellowship Board 
is well on its way to another 
busy year.   
 
January was our Annual 
Chili/Soup luncheon.   
 
February was the Funeral 
Luncheon for Dick Wash-
burn.  Many thanks to Pat, 
Marge and all who helped in 
my absence.    
 
March 20th was Potato/
Sundae Sunday, with a 
great response as usual. 
 
April - cake for the new 
members celebration plus 
Happy Anniversary cake for 
Pastor Dan and Nancy Dex-
ter for their first year in at 
FCC/UCC cake.   
 
April 10th, we celebrated 
Muriel Runyonôs 90th birth-
day, enjoying cake, punch 
and giving her many birth-
day cards.  
 
Iôll let you know about whatôs 
to come next month.   
 
Donôt forget to mark your 
calendars for the Church 
Picnic on June 5th.    
 
Barb Bahr,  
Christian Fellowship Board 

Volunteers!  There is no way First 
Congregational could make it 
without our volunteers, from those 
who serve on our boards and 
committees, to our valued clean-
ing and lawn maintenance 
crews!  Our First Family al-
so shares talents with many com-
munity outreach programs, in-

cluding the Literacy Council, 
Scouting, Meals on Wheels, Cen-
tral Illinois Blood Bank, Kidzeum 
(congrats to Joey McLaughlin, 
who was recently named a ñHeart 
of Goldò volunteer by the Univer-
sity of Illinois Springfield and the 
Junior League of Springfield),  
and community theatre, just to 
name a few!  Wow!  We can do 
so much with our great First Fam-
ily!  AND..... if you have an inter-
est in volunteer opportunities, it 
will soon be time to get rooms 
ready and provide snacks for 
summer camp, time for planting 
flowers and mowing lawns, and 
as always volunteers are needed 
for cleaning the First facili-
ties!  We welcome you to talk to 
Dan, Bill, Karen or anyone on the 
Boards and Committees to find 
out how you can share your tal-
ents at First Congregational!  And 
a big THANK YOU to all of our 
First Volunteers!  

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

Christian Fellowship at work. 

There's a new way to boost the 
"comfort" fund at UCC and give 
yourself or a loved one some bling.  
Buy a jewel to keep us cool and 
buy a charm to keep us warm.  l 
have costume jewelry donated by 
church members for sale.  The 
fund already  has $42 in it from one 
generous UCC member and there are lots of baubles to choose 
from.  I will have the assortment, which changes daily, available 
each Sunday at ñAfter Church Coffeeò.  If you would like to do-
nate any baubles that have outlived their welcome in your jew-
elry box, just drop them by the office or give them to me on 
Sunday.  Items not sold to church members will be posted on 
eBay as soon as I figure that all out. 
All donations are welcome.  I will research, catalog , clean and 
repair all jewelry before it goes up for sale.  

Jewelry Sales To Help HVAC Fund-by Cathy Ganschinietz 
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"What a warm and caring church family we have!  My 90th 
birthday celebration was so special -- the cake, the cards, 
the greetings in the guest book, and the custom-designed 
poster from Kids' Klub --------- that I have decided to stick 
around for my 100th! 
 
How lucky I am to be able to claim First Congregational as 
my church home.  My heartfelt thanks to all of you! 
 

Muriel Runyen 

Muriel Runyon Turns 90! 



  

 

 

First Congregational UCC  

2100 South Bates Ave.  

Springfield, IL 62704  

 

 

Spread the word about   
ñGet Your Kicks on Route 66ò Summer Camp 

Photo Gallery 

Church Calendar  
Weekly Happenings 
 
Mondays 
AA Meeting  8p 
 

Tuesdays 
Zumba  5:30p 

 
Wednesdays 
Fellowship Meal  5:30pm           
Chancel Choir 6pm 
Bell Choir  7pm 
 

Thursdays 
Clergy Cluster 10:30am 
Zumba  5:30p 
AA Meeting 8p 
 

Saturdays 
AA Meeting 10:30a 
 

Sundays 
Service at 10am only this month 

 
 

Boards & Committees Reg-
ular Monthly Meeting 

Schedule  
1st week  

Monday - Deacons at 5:30pm  
Tuesday - Christian Fellowship at 
5:45pm 
Tuesday - Trustees at 6:30pm 
 

2nd week  
Tuesday - Christian Education 
6pm.  
Wednesday - Clergy Cluster Meet-
ing 10:30am 
Saturday - Men's Fellowship 8:30am 
 

3rd week  
Tuesday - Finance & Steward-
ship 5:30pm.  Cub Scout Pack #331 
7pm 

Wednesday - Cub Pack #331 6pm 
Saturday - Anna's Circle (Women's 
Fellowship) 10am 

Itôs time to start registering kids for summer camp.  If you know some-
one who has kids and may be looking for help with activities this sum-
mer, First Congregational UCCôs Summer Camp is a great summer 
program.  Check out more information and the video about it at 
firstucc.com. 

Help Us Best Reach You 

Whatôs the best way to get information to you?  We want to make 
sure you are aware of the happenings at First Congregational UCC.  
We are working on an updated email list.  Please submit your email 
to firstconucc@comcast.net or give it to Bill in the office.  If email is 
not your thing, please let us know if you prefer snail mail.   Plus give 
us the best phone number to get a hold of you, as well. 

   

In addition, you should soon see changes to the website and if you 
havenôt already, join our Facebook page, FirstCong UCC Springfield. 

Looking forward to another talented group of Summer Camp-
ers. This is a picture of last yearôs group.   


