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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   

September 2011  

Start thinking about 
what cookies you 
would like to make 
for the First Congre-
gational United 
Church of Christ 
Cookie Walk.  We 
will be holding it on 
Saturday, December 
3rd.  It will start at 2pm 
and will continue 
through the Bells In 
Motion concert at our 
church which starts at 
7pm that evening.   
 
We will need dozens of 
cookies and candies to 
put together nice trays 
for people to buy for 
their Christmas gifts or 
gatherings.  Attendees 
will be able to choose 
from already assem-
bled cookie combina-
tions, theyôll be able to 
choose what cookies 
they want to put in on a 
plate and theyôll also be 
able to buy some indi-
vidual cookies.   
 
We are going to pro-
duce a small cookie/
candy cookbook, pro-
duced locally, to be 
sold for $5.00 during 
the sale.  It will be a 
Christmas Cookie 
cookbook.  We will be 
making some of the 

recipes in that cook-
book the week before 
the event and then the 
day of, so people can 
get a taste of the prod-
uct and even smell the 
cookies baking.   
 
We will need help with 
baking, sorting, pack-
aging and staffing the 
cookie walk.   
 
Meanwhile, we are de-
laying submission of 
our cookbook.  We 
want to give more time 
to collect your recipes.  
Weôd like to get about 
500 recipes and right 
now we are at about 
160.   
 
We hope to have the 
big cookbook put to-
gether and ready to 
send to the publisher 
by the first of the year.  
We will sell it for Moth-
erôs Day and at other 
events.   
 

Cookie Walk December 3rd! 

The Search  

Committee 

Starts Its Work  

 
The Pastoral Search 
Committee has begun 
work to find a new pastor 
for First Congregational.  
In August, the committee 
met with Association 
Minister Tom Norwalk, 
and then had a meeting 
early in September.  
Work has begun on the 
preparation of the church 
profile, which is the first 
step in the search pro-
cess.   
 
Members of the commit-
tee include: Linda Apen-
brink, Barbara Beam, 
Adron Cross, Mike Dick-
son, Marilyn German, 
Debi Iams, Joey 
McLaughlin, and Allen 
Oertel. Please feel free 
to contact any member 
for an update, or with 
concerns. 

Thanks to everyone for helping 

with the knife sale.  Our profit 

ended up being around 

$350.00 .  That will be added 

to our HVAC fund.   
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Nancy and I went to 
Alaska.  Wanna see 
the pictures?  I could 
bore you with blurry 
photos for hours on 
end.  They are always 
better the second or 
third time through.  At 
least I think so. 

 
What we found so 
amazing was just look-
ing out from our balco-
ny on the ship at the 
water, the mountains, 
the icebergs, the glaci-
ers, the eagles, the 

whales, the dolphins, 
the sea lions and more.  
On land we could see 
the salmon running and 
a momma bear fishing 
(very successfully) not 
to mention rain forest 
and flowers.  I could 
not help but wonder 
how well we are really 
taking care of this mag-
nificence that Creator 
God has entrusted to 
humanity. 
 
On ship we were 
served by a literal 
ñUnited Nationsò of 
crew who worked to-
gether so well their true 
diversity seemed to 
vanish with one excep-
tion: each one we 
talked to (and there 
were many) expressed 
his or her burning de-
sire to go home to their 
own country and family 
just as soon as their 
tour of duty was up.  
Truly there is no place 
like home wherever 
one lives. 
 
Nancy and I are very 
grateful to be able to 
have such a wonderful 
journey, but like those 
just mentioned,  we are 
happy to be safely 
home.     
 

Important Odds and 
ends: 
Thank you to everyone 
who made Rally Day 
such a success:  mu-
sic, readers, children, 
ushers, food preparers, 
and those who attend-
ed.  
The Search Committee 
is beginning to meet 
and assemble infor-
mation for our church 
profile.  Please keep 
them in your prayers. 

The nominating com-
mittee has scheduled 
its first meeting.  This is 
a good time for all 
members to consider 
seriously how they are 
going to participate so 
that FCUCC will contin-
ue to move forward. 
 
Donôt forget- 
Weôve come this far by 
faith. 
 
Pastor Dan 
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Thanksgiving Basket Time is Approaching. 

The Thanksgiving Basket project shared 
by our church and Temple Bôrith Sholom 
will start in early October. 
 
Our churchôs goal is to fill 125 baskets. 
The cost of each  basket is $25.00. If 
you can help by buying a basket or part 
of a basket please send your donation to 
the church office.  
 
We also need people to help 
Work on the baskets, so if you can help 
on one or more of the listed dates let the 
church office know. 
 
Work days are Thursday Nov. 18th from 
2 to 4, Sunday Nov. 21st from 11:30 to 
1pm, Tuesday Nov. 23rd from 9am to 
11am.   

Remembering 9 -11 

Rally Day  9-11-2011 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Page 4 Vision Vision 

Faithé. Most of us know at 
least one person who has lost 
their job, in the past few 
years. There is a general feel-
ing of malaise, and according 

to a recent Gallup poll, a stag-
gering 88 percent of the public 
believes the country is on the 
ówrong path.ô 

 Our response may be to get 
angry, and want to take ac-
tion.  But what action is appro-
priate and helpful?  Anger just 
generates additional frustra-
tions.  Our response may be 
to worry.  Worry is a waste of 
time, stealing opportunities to 
accomplish good works, and 
gain joy and optimism.  Dr. 
Robert Shuller said ñFaith is 
reacting positively to a nega-
tive situation.ò  

Think about Moses.  God in-
structs him to take the chil-

dren of Israel to the promised 
land.  Each step of the way 
was a new challenge, with 
one plague following the next. 
In the face of adverse circum-
stances, Moses continued the 
journey, based on his faith in 
God.  Our faith will be tested, 
but if we have the courage of 
our convictions, we will over-
come the challenges.  

Frequently remind yourself 
that God is with you, that 
He will never fail you, that 
you can count upon him.  
Say these words, "God is 
with me, helping me."                                                                       
- Norman Vincent Peale       

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

News from our Karen of All Trades  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Summer Camp is over, 
and I was asked what I 
was going to do with my 
spare time.  The answer 
is:  mourn (but with a 
smile on my face.)  It is 
always hard to see the 
kids leave, and I know 
the staff felt the same 
way this year.  Some of 
the teachers were actu-
ally down in the dumps 
a bit.  It does make me 

smile when the campers 
have a hard time leav-
ing too.  That means we 
impacted the kids in our 
community in a positive 
way, and that is a good 
thing.   
   We ended up with a 
total of 39 campers 
which is an increase 
from last year.  Kids will 
be kids, but overall they 
were a wonderful and 
talented group.  With 
firm instructions given to 
them before our 
fieldtrips, they knew 
they should be on their 
best behavior as they 
represented our church 
camp.  They achieved 
that goal time and time 

again!  Their enthusi-
asm resulted in a won-
derful musical program 
that I give them credit 
for.  I can only guide 
them, but they must put 
forth the effort.  I am 
confident that I can label 
the 2011 Summer 
Camp as another suc-
cessful year. 
   During the summer 
we managed to also 
continue special music 
on Sunday.  Thank you 
to those who stepped 
forward to sing a solo or 
provide music.  With the 
fall approaching, choir 
will be resuming.  Hav-
ing said that, we need 
more people!  If you 

have a musical bone in 
your body, please con-
sider joining us this 
year.  We are a family 
(of sorts) and have a 
great time at rehearsal.  
You need not be a pro-
fessional to join our 
group.  You can contact 
me at 502-4078, leave a 
message for me in the 
office, or talk to me at 
church.  We would love 
to welcome anyone who 
would like to sing with 
us.  Please consider the 
opportunity to serve in 
this way. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Karen Ferguson 
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I like summer camp so much.  
The teachers were so nice and 
we played so many games like 
Capture the Flag  and Wolf 
Pack.  Thatõs why I like sum-
mer camp.  
 
By Jack McLaughlin  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We went to the Childrenõs 
Museum.  We did water bal-
loon sling shots. We had Jazz, 
Blues, Country, Show Tunes, 
Hard Rock, and Hip Hop.  We 
went to the swimming pool.  
 
By Natalie McLaughlin  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This year in camp we studied 
Route 66.  We learned many 
fun things, songs, and music 
genres like Jazz, Blues, Show 
Tunes, Hard Rock, Country, 
and Hip Hop.  We learned 
about the states that Route 
66 goes through in Miss Saraõs 
Class.  In Miss Kaylaõs class we 
tea stained things.  We also 
did a really fun scavenger 
hunt find Mrs. Chang 
Huwong.  
 
By Sarah McLaughlin  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
I have been swimming this 
summer at the Springfield 
pool.  I am going on a trip to 
Ohio to see my sister.  I like 
coming to church in the sum-
mer because it is fun to see 
Miss Karen and she is nice and 
cute.  I like her piano playing.  
 
By Sara Davis  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This summer I had met 2 of  
the best friends I have ever 
had. Two Springfield Sliders 
baseball players stayed at our 
house. Their names are Zach 
Wendorf and Brandon Koes-
tighn.  Also at the end of the 
summer we went to the State 
Fair to see Jeff Dunham the 
ventriloquist!  
 
By Ethan Boots  
 
 



  

 

 

First Congregational UCC  

2100 South Bates Ave.  

Springfield, IL 62704  

 

546 -7170 (church office)  

pastordan64@comcast.net  

From Alaska to Florida...evidence of Godôs Beauty Church Calendar  
Weekly Happenings 
 
Mondays 
AA Meeting  8p 
 

Tuesdays 
Zumba  5:30p 

 
Wednesdays 
Fellowship Meal  5:30pm           
Chancel Choir 6pm 
Bell Choir  7pm 
 

Thursdays 
Clergy Cluster 10:30am 
Zumba  5:30p 
AA Meeting 8p 
 

Saturdays 
AA Meeting 10:30a 
 

Sundays 
Service at 10am only this month 

 
 

Boards & Committees Reg-
ular Monthly Meeting 

Schedule  
1st week  

Monday - Deacons at 5:30pm  
Tuesday - Christian Fellowship at 
5:45pm 
Tuesday - Trustees at 6:30pm 
 

2nd week  
Tuesday - Christian Education 
6pm.  
Wednesday - Clergy Cluster Meet-
ing 10:30am 
Saturday - Men's Fellowship 8:30am 
 

3rd week  
Tuesday - Finance & Steward-
ship 5:30pm.  Cub Scout Pack #331 
7pm 

Wednesday - Cub Pack #331 6pm 
Saturday - Anna's Circle (Women's 
Fellowship) 10am 
 

4th week  
Tuesday - Church Council  6:30pm  

Wednesday - A.M. Deacons  9:30am 

Help Us Best Reach You 

Whatôs the best way to get information to you?  We want to make sure you 
are aware of the happenings at First Congregational UCC.  We are working 
on an updated email list.  Please submit your email to 
firstconucc@comcast.net or give it to Bill in the office.  If email is not your 
thing, please let us know if you prefer snail mail.   Plus give us the best 
phone number to get a hold of you, as well. 

   

In addition, you should soon see changes to the website and if you havenôt 
already, join our Facebook page, FirstCong UCC Springfield. 


