
  

 

 

Grove and Bill Hershey 
can tell people how to 
hook it up to the very 
unusual - hidden - 
plates in the south wing 
extension. 

Also a big thank you to 
all of those who mow, 
and do other things to 
keep our church looking 
good inside and out. 

   

 

A big thank to you 
Ada Lyn Shrewsberry 
who has worked to 
spruce up the front of 
our church by adding 
some flowers.   

Ada Lyn planted a 
whole bunch of gera-
niums around the  
North, West, and 
South ends of the 
church and under the 
sign at the corner of 
Bates and Cherry. 
Ada Lynn also gave 
Nancy Dexter a bunch 
of annuals and Nancy 
brought planters from 
home and placed 
them on both sides of 
the bench on the 

South end.  There are 
also two hanging bas-
kets hanging on the 
railing leading to the 
door everyone comes 
in on the South 
side.  Ada Lyn says 
she was able to obtain 
all of these plants for 
FREE.   

Others at church 
helped spruce things 
up as well.  Pat Fructl 
and Ada Lyn pulled a 
ton of weeds.  Leslie 
Dickson and her son 
applied Weed N Feed 
to the areas that need-
ed it.   

Anyone who comes by 
church and can water 
the flowers, is encour-
aged to do so.  They 
need to be watered a 
couple of times a day, 
especially when we 
havenôt had rain. The 
hose reel has been 
moved into the lobby 
area.  Bill, and other 
members like John 
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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   
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You say youôve been 
coming to worship 
and noticing that spot 
on the ceiling is get-
ting bigger again.  
You say you have 
been in the Sanctuary 
during the week and 
have noticed plaster 
flakes on the Chancel 

carpet.  You say with 
Chicken Little, ñThe 
sky is falling in.ò (or, 
at least the ceiling)   
Well not quite yet!  
Actually we have 
been keeping a close 
eye on the area for 
many months.  But, 
what seems on the 
surface to be a rather 
easy matter to deal 
with has actually been 
quite elusive so far.  A 
professional from our 
regular heating and 
air conditioning firm 
has been up there 
and two of our Trus-
tees have, also.  In 
spite of their best ef-
forts, no one has yet 

located the source of 
the water.  I had be-
gun to wonder if, per-
haps, a church mouse 
is using that spot as 
his personal potty.  
Again, there is no evi-
dence for that either.  
At this point the Trus-
tees have called an-
other firm who will be 
looking at the area 
shortly.  Obviously we 
do not want to fix the 
ceiling until we have 
solved the problem. 
For some time now I 
have been E mailing 
the ñVisionò to a few 
friends and relatives 
who know nothing 
about our church.  

They report that we 
seem to be a very ac-
tive, involved and ex-
citing fellowship to 
belong to.  What do 
you think?  Is this the 
way you see 
FCUCC?  We will al-
ways have many 
mountains to climb.  
What I am so very 
proud of is your won-
derful effort. 
Have a blessed Sum-
mer (and donôt forget 
church). 
Weôve come this far 
by faith, 
Pastor Dan 

Sharing Experiences from Kenya! 
 Mary Alice is showing Hank a wooden bowl 

used for serving vegetables.   

The Annual Ice Cream Social is July 26th!! 

 
Hold the date of Tuesday, July 26th to have ice cream 
and some wonderful baked treats prepared by the many 
great bakers at First Congregational United Church of 
Christ.  Set up will begin at Douglas Park at 4pm with 
the Springfield Municipal Band playing at 7:30pm.  
 
Members are asked to sell ice cream social tickets at 
$4.50 each to friends and family and bake pies, cakes, 
brownies and cookies for the sale (please make sure 
not to bake anything with custard or cream).  Please 
bring your baked goods to church that Monday.  Canôt 
wait to see you at Douglas Park.   
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Out with the old and on 
with the new!  For our 
old business, I want to 
again thank everyone 
who participated in 
making Music Sunday 
a wonderful service and 

reception.  I believe 
there was something 
for everyone, and 
hopefully the service 
touched each person in 
some special way. 
 
As for the new, Sum-
mer Camp 2011 has 
officially begun as we 
travel down Route 66!  
Our first week was a 
ñsoftò week meaning we 
had activities for the 
campers but no clas-
ses.  As expected we 
had fewer campers but 
added the ñsoftò week 
of camp to accommo-

date childcare needs 
for the parents.   
 
The second week of 
camp began with our 
usual security proce-
dures including fire and 
tornado drills for the 
campers. Who would 
have thought hearing 
someone yell ñfireò 
would be a good thing?  
But hearing the halls 
echo with camperôs 
voices and their un-
ceasing comments is 
refreshing even when 
responding to a drill.   
 

Are numbers are up as 
we have 37 campers 
registered this year.  
However, that means 
we need lots of snacks!  
If you are willing to do-
nate snack items, store 
items are better than 
homemade.  We have 
several campers with 
food allergies and can 
not give them home-
made items.   Thank 
you for helping to sup-
port our Summer Camp 
2011! 
 
 
 

News From Our Karen of All Trades 

 
Practicing for Music Sunday 
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Perception is defined as the 
process of attaining aware-
ness or understanding of the 
environment by organizing 
and interpreting sensory infor-
mation.  Our perceptions are 
based on our past experienc-
es, our education and what 
we anticipate will hap-
pen.  Sometimes we are sur-
prised by the reactions of oth-
ers because we anticipate 
they will react the same way 
we do.  We all bring different 

experiences and education to 
the table, and what may be 
important to one is not as im-
portant to another. Our 
churchôs tradition is to wel-
come people from all back-
grounds.  Many of the com-
ments made to our congrega-
tion include a recognition of 
how friendly our members 
are.  Letôs continue to work 
hard to ensure that everyone 
who walks through the door, 
whether they are a visitor or a 
member, is made welcome!  

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

Another Successful Church Picnic 
  


