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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   

February 2012  

The Second Annual 
First Congregational 
United Church of 
Christôs Rummage Sale 
will take place on Fri-
day, March 2nd from 
5pm to 7pm and Satur-
day, March 3rd from 
8am-Noon.   
 
We need everyone to 
bring in their rummage 
items as soon as possi-

ble.  We will not take 
clothes, mattresses or 
guns.  Most other items 
are welcomed if they are 
in good condition.  
Whether itôs a nic nac, a 
couch, an end table, 
books, exercise equip-
ment or dishes, we will 
sell them to benefit the 
church.   
 
Besides bringing items in, 
we need help organizing, 
setting up, and pricing 

before the sale, weôll 
need people to bake 
goods for the bake sale 
and weôll need lots of 
hands on deck during the 
sale.  There is a list in the 
bulletin on Sundays and 
also on the website of our 
needs.  Please let us 
know what you can do.  
 
Our big item pick up is on 
Saturday, February 25th 
from 8am-2pm.  Please 
call and schedule a pick 
up with Bill in the church 
office.  We could also use 
some muscles that day 
and another pickup. Call 
546-7170 or email Bill at 
firstconucc@comcast.net.  
  
 

Rummage Sale Around the Corner! 

The New Website is Up! 

If you havenôt had a 
chance to check out our 
new website, please go 
to firstucc.com and give 
it a once over.   
 
We can still add to it and 
change things, so please 
let us know if something 
is missing or needs to be 
added.  We appreciate 
your input at  
speenarc@gmail.com. 
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Good grief, Charlie 
Brown, Lent is almost 
upon us.  Ash Wednes-
day is February 22, this 
year.  Once again we 
will be having Lenten 
services as part of our 

regular Wednesday 
evening fellowship din-
ner.  This year the 
theme will be ñThe 
Keys to Knowing 
Christ: Word, Spirit and 
Community.ò   Should 
you choose to join us 
(and I pray that you 
will), you will have fel-
lowshipped, eaten, 
worshiped and be 
home by the time most 
other churchesô ser-
vices are just begin-
ning.     
 
For many the season 
of Lent with its empha-

sis on self scrutiny can 
be a real downer. But 
Lent is not simply 
about looking at our 
failings.  In the spirit of 
the philosophers who 
gave us ñknow thyselfò 
and ñthe unexamined 
life is not worth living,ò 
Lent gives us the posi-
tive opportunity to do 
the soul searching 
needed to attain a hap-
pier, more meaningful 
life.  As many of you 
may remember from 
last yearôs Lenten se-
ries, Godôs color, blue, 
and humanityôs color, 

red, when mixed to-
gether make purple, 
the color for Lent.  This 
is the color that repre-
sents the unbreakable 
relationship (covenant) 
which God has with us 
in Christ and is meant 
to remind of the joy we 
can experience on our 
Lenten journey. 
 
Happy Lent! 
 
Weôve come this far by 
faith. 
 
Pastor Dan        

Scout Sunday on February 5th, 2012  

Coming Up for 

Scouts: 
 
March 9th & 10th- 
 

Pinewood Derby 
 
 
March 24th- 
 
Pancake Breakfast 
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The Pastoral Search Committee is seeking input from the congregation on the expectations of the con-
gregation for a new minister.  The qualities identified by the committee are marked.  Please let us know 
if you agree with the committee's selections, or which qualities you prefer, and why.  Please provide the 
information to Bill in the office no later than Sunday, February 26.  Email information is great too at 
firstconucc.com.   
 

  

What Do You Expect From Our New Pastor?   
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A Parable Inspired by: Free Willy 

Written By: Kids Klub 

Once, there was a troubled boy who needed a 
friend. This boyôs name was Jesse, and he was 
abandoned by his parents. There was an Orca 
whale named Willy that was illegally taken from 
the ocean and sold to an amusement park. Willy 
was put in a dolphin tank alone. This was a prob-
lem because Orcas are very social and are bigger 
than a dolphin, and need more room.   

  Once, when Jesse was staying late at the 
amusement park after cleaning up graffiti that he 
painted on the side of the dolphin tank, he was 
caught by the manager, and started running on 
the side of Willyôs tank trying to get away. Jesse 
slipped and hit his head, knocking him uncon-
scious, and sank to the bottom of the tank. Willy 
saw him and decided to help. Willy rescued Jesse 
by gently pushing him out of the tank.  

 One day, after Jesse and Willy had be-
come very close, the owner of the park decided 
that he wasnôt going to make any money off of 
Willy, and decided to collect Willyôs insurance 
money which was worth one million dollars. This 
meant that he was going to kill Willy. With the help 
of his minions, Mr. Evil (the owner) cut a hole in 
the side of the dolphin tank, letting out all of the 
water.   Jesse and the rest of the amusement park 
staff found out and decided to free Willy back to 
the ocean.  

 This story is like the good Samaritan para-
ble that Jesus told because Jesse and Willy help 
each other and were good Samaritans. :P  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Itôs already February, 
and as a church, we 
are off and running!  
With new committee 
members, a new mod-
erator, and a new wel-
come statement all 
voted on in the 2012 
Annual Meeting, Iôm 
more confident than 
ever that we are run-

ning in the right direc-
tion.   
 
There is a great deal 
of planning taking 
place for upcoming 
church activities and 
the CE and Music de-
partments are no ex-
ceptions.  2012 Sum-
mer Camp prepara-
tions and ideas are 
being reviewed, and it 
looks like camp will 
run eleven weeks this 
summer from June 4 
through August 17 
with the first and last 
week being ñsoftñ 
weeks.  Please help 

us spread the word as 
we would like to see 
our camp attendance 
continue to grow.  
Summer Camp flyers 
will soon be available. 
 
Music Sunday will be 
May 13 which is also 
Motherôs Day.  This 
will be a great service 
to attend before the 
traditional Motherôs 
Day dining out as this 
yearôs theme is Holi-
day Tribute.  Through 
music and drama we 
will be recognizing 
many of our holidays 
including Valentineôs 

Day, St. Patrickôs Day, 
Easter, Independence 
Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and of 
course Motherôs Day.  
This will enable us to 
sing some of our fa-
vorite songs as well 
as new ones that we 
were unable to do 
throughout the year.   
 
As always, thank you 
for you continued sup-
port. 
 
Respectfully, 
Karen Ferguson 
CE/Camp/Music Di-
rector 

News from our Karen of All Trades  
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Moderator Musings From Allen Oertel 

 

Can we be perfectly honest?  
Moderator is a position I always 
told myself I would never accept.  
Too much drama.  Too much 
angst and too many good people 
who seemed to just get mad and 
quit when the term is over.  "Yep" 
I told myself, "I will never take 
that job."   So what happened?  It 
wasn't any one thing.  Sooner or 
later you just realize that try as 
we might, itôs not about what we 
want, but more about what God 
has in store for us.  I had been 
asked before to be moderator 
and always said ñno.ò   So when I 
got a call a few months ago from 
someone who I have always re-

spected and he asked me if I 
would be interested, I knew deep 
down, I would say yes. I told him I 
needed to think about it, but I 
knew right away the answer 
would be yes.  Maybe I should 
have said "Yes" when I was first 
asked several years ago.  It may 
have actually been a little easier 
to be moderator a few years ago, 
but that's water under the prover-
bial bridge so here we all are and 
I ask myself "Now what?" 
 
I guess my first message to you 
as moderator is simply this:  Ask 
yourself  to find something about 
this Church where you have said 
to yourself, ñI will  never do <fill in 
the blank>".  I think sometimes 
that God sits back and chuckles 
when we say those things be-
cause all it does is to set our-
selves up in such a way to just 
make it harder for ourselves 
when that inevitable time comes.   
 
We are rapidly facing a time in 
the life of our Church when much 
is going to change no matter how 
much we may desperately want 
to cleave to our memories of the 
way things used to be.   It may be 

two years, five, or if we are very 
lucky, ten.  But sometime in the 
next few years we will be faced 
with some hard choices if we 
simply do nothing and leave our 
fate to simple inaction.  Will we 
be like some churches and simply 
lock our doors and put up a for 
sale sign?  Will we open our 
doors and share our facility (and 
bills) with another less traditional 
congregation who needs a 
home?  What if theyôre not even 
Christian and they donôt look like 
ñusò?  For that matter, what would 
the neighbors think if we sudden-
ly threw open our doors and took 
in all of the lepers, prostitutes and 
thieves who decide to turn their 
lives over the Christ?  Frankly, I 
don't know if it will be any of 
those things.  I just know that 
when God opens that door for us, 
it will come from out of the blue, 
from a source whom we will least 
expect and at a time when we do 
not even see it coming.   
 
So Iôll leave you with this thought:  
How about the next time you are 
tempted to think ñI will never do...ò 
stop and ask yourself  "I wonder 
what would happen if...ò 

Dear Church Friends, 
 Thank you for the donated clothing and shoes for the 
Lawrence Education Students.  Our free table has a wonderful 
selection of items thanks to your donations.  I appreciate your 
helping hand and I know the students also appreciate it.  Thanks 
again for your generosity.     
    Janet Ulm 

Flowers for Scout Sunday 

Dear Church Friends,  

 

 Thank you for the donated clothing and shoes for 

the Lawrence Education Students.  Our free table has a 

wonderful selection of items thanks to your donations.  I 

appreciate your helping hand and I know the students 

also appreciate it.  Thanks again for your generosity.

        

      Janet Ulm 


