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òItõs not where you are that counts, itõs where you are going.ó   

December 2011  

The First Congregational 
United Church of Christ An-
nual Meeting is coming up 
on Sunday, January 22nd.  
Please mark your calen-
dars to attend, immediately 
after the 10am service.   
 
It is important that as many 
church members as possi-
ble attend this meeting be-
cause it is the one that de-
termines who will lead our 
church as moderator and 
committee chairs.  It also 

gives us a good overall 
look at the churchôs financ-
es.   
 
If you havenôt found a way 
to be involved yet, please 
look at all of the commit-
tees and discover which 
one would fit you best.  We 
can use everyoneôs help, 
whether itôs a donation, 
lending your expertise in a 
certain area, volunteering 
to clean the church or be-
ing part of a committee or 

fundraising event...every bit 
helps.  Please contact the 
church if you are able to 
assist, at 546-7170 or at 
firstconucc@comcast.net.   
 
At the pre-annual meeting, 
the congregation approved 
some emergency work on 
the Heating and AC units in 
the sanctuary.  That work 
has been coming along 
nicely.  Weôll receive an 
update on that in January.   

 

Annual Meeting is Coming Up!! 

Illinois Civil Union Law Prompts Church to Look at Its Policies 

First Congregational United 
Church of Christ formed an ad 
hoc committee to address the 
issue of civil unions and how 
First Congregational UCC in 
Springfield should handle the 
issue.  This is the fact sheet 
the committee is working on 
to date:   
 
Wording of a motion passed 
in a special congregational 
meeting held September 18, 
2005 is recorded in the 
minutes as follows:  ñthat only 
marriages between a man 
and a woman be recognized.ò 
 
Since that time much has 
changed relating to the sub-
ject of same sex civil rights 
and relationships both legally 
and socially making it impera-
tive that we as a congregation 
return to this subject. 
 

Several other major denomi-
nations (and likely others) 
have joined the United Church 
of Christ with positions similar 
to the one adopted by the 
UCC in 2005.   
 
They are: Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America, 
Presbyterian Church USA 
Episcopal/Anglican Church, 
and Church of the Brethren. 
Ŀ  
On June 1, 2011 the Civil Un-
ion statute went into effect in 
Illinois allowing same sex cou-
ples the opportunity to have 
the same rights as Illinois law 
provides for heterosexual 
marriages.  It also recognizes 
Civil Unions and marriages 
performed in other states as 
well. 
 
Polls now show that young 
adults are far more likely to 

support equal rights for same 
sex unions and join organiza-
tions that also support them.  
The better educated they are 
the larger the majority be-
comes.   
 
In light of these realities we 
need to discuss what we want 
to say to: our pastoral candi-
dates and their prospective 
roles and duties as our spiritu-
al representative; our commu-
nity, including visitors to our 
church; our sisters and broth-
ers who are FCUCC,about: 
how Jesus taught people to 
relate to one another; the na-
ture of our own FCUCC fel-
lowship; the ñright to private 
judgmentò and other guaran-
tees in article IV of our Church 
Constitution.  
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Tis the season to be 
busy, falalalala-la-la-la-
la.  That means many 
ñthank yousò are in or-

der.  Thank you to 
those who attended to 
the Hanging of the 
Greens.  Thank you to 
all who together baked 
about a million cookies 
for the Cookie Walk, 
who helped set up, 
decorate and tear 
down on sale day, who 
sold many tickets for 
the quilt raffle, and who 
made sure all was in 
order for the Bells In 
Motion concert (which 
was fantastic).  Thank 
you to Michelle M. and 

Pat F. for your leader-
ship in the Cookie Walk 
and Raffle respectively.  
And while I am on the 
subject, a very special, 
great big, thank you to 
John Grove who, with-
out being asked, has 
assumed the duties of 
preparing the Sunday 
Bulletin and paying the 
bills during Bill Gôs re-
covery from surgery.  
 
For all of you from 
Nancy and I, we offer 
our fervent prayers for 

a healthy and blessed 
Christmas and holiday 
season.   You have our 
deepest gratitude for 
your support which 
continually inspires us 
as we all seek to minis-
ter in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Weôve come this far by 
faith! 
 
Dan and Nancy 

First Congregational UCC Celebrates Two Baptisms!! 

 

Pastor Dan baptizes David Andrew Hardwick and his 
mother, Jody Lee Hardwick on December 19th, 2011. 
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Cookie Walk A Huge Success Thanks to Many!! 

Thanks to all 
the wonder-
ful bakers in 
this church 
our First An-
nual UCC 
Cookie Walk 
was a big 

success.  We were a little worried 
in the beginning that we wouldnôt 
have enough cookies, but then 
they kept coming and coming.   
 
We decided to hold the Cookie 
Walk on Saturday, December 3rd 
because we knew weôd have a 
built in crowd with the ñBells in 
Motionò concert.   
 
We had a steady flow of people 
in the first hour and then it 
slowed and we had many sales 
during the concert and the next 
day after church.  We used the 
leftover cookies for the shut-ins.  
Thanks to all who baked cookies, 
made signs, helped setup, 
helped take money, cleanup and 
more.  We couldnôt have done it 
without everyone who contribut-
ed.  We made more than $1,000 
to add to our HVAC fund.   
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Charles Dickens wrote, 
ñReflect upon your present 
blessings, of which every man 
has plenty; not on your past mis-
fortunes of which all men have 
some.ò 

As the year comes to an end, we 
will look at the New Year as a 
new beginning. I am thankful for 
the opportunity to have served 
as moderator during the past 
year, and humbled by the skill of 
those who have served before 
me in this position.  It has been 
challenging to attempt to meet 
the needs of the church family: 
the many illnesses and surger-
ies, the failing heating and air 
conditioning system, the financial 
demands of repairs and increas-
ing costs, etc.  However, my 
blessings are many, and I am 
grateful to have had the support 
of each of the members of our 
faith family to accomplish our 
continuing missions.  Twenty-five 
years in partnership with Temple 
Bôrith Sholom, working on our 
Thanksgiving Basket project, our 
affiliation with the VIA/Literacy 

program, our fund-raising efforts, 
including the large rummage 
sale in March, the ice cream so-
cial in July, and the cookie walk 
in December are just some of 
the things we have worked on 
together this year. 

The coming year will see the 
Pastoral Search Committee 
move into full gear, reviewing 
candidates and hopefully, mak-
ing a selection.  The members of 
the committee have spent a lot 
of time discussing the warts of 
our church.  One member indi-
cated that a lot of the problems 
we have had are more than a 
decade in the past.  I encourage 
you to begin the new year re-
flecting on our present blessings, 
and helping to make new bless-
ings.  Enjoy. 

Moderator Musings From Debi Iams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Let me see, the song 
goes ñItôs the Most Won-
derful Time of the 
Year.ò   
 
Iôm sure you all have 
heard it many times, but 
is it accurate?  Person-
ally, I like the spring, 
and for musicians, 
Christmas time is very 
hectic and demanding.   
The end of the year of-
ten leaves you wonder-

ing where the time 
went.  However, it also 
is the time for reflecting 
on the year and that can 
be a wonderful thing.  
 
As a church family, this 
year I have seen a 
growth that has been 
inspirational.  There 
have been negative mo-
ments and hardships 
this year, but the friend-
ship and genuine caring 
for each other leaves 
me in awe.   
 
During the sharing of 
White Gifts during the 
worship service, Pastor 
Dan looked at the con-
gregation and said ñI 

wonder if you see what I 
see.ò  Pastor Dan leads 
us by example and what 
Iôm sure he sees in the 
congregation is God 
working through us as 
He works through Pas-
tor Dan.  
 
Speaking of White Gifts, 
thank you youth, Kids 
Klub, and adults who 
participated in this 
yearôs program.  Watch-
ing the different genera-
tions working together, 
well, I love it, love it, 
love it!  We might be 
smaller than other con-
gregations, but when we 
work together, we are 
mighty!  

Thank you to everyone 
for your continued con-
tributions and support.  
 
Happy Holidays!  
 
Karen Ferguson 
CE/Camp/Music Director 

News from our Karen of All Trades  
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 ñThe Many Magical Miraclesò Play on White Gifts Sunday 


